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VILLAGE OF OAKFIELD BOARD OF TRUSTEES

SEMI-MONTHLY MEETING
August 12, 2013
A regular meeting of the Village of Oakfield Board of Trustees was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Jeremy Yasses followed by the Pledge to the Flag.  The following Trustees were present:    Shelly D’Alba, Jason Armbrewster, Joan Stevens.    
Also present: Clerk/Treasurer Joyce Grazioplene, D.P.W. Supervisor Dave Laney, Steve Mountain – Mountain Engineering, Scott Bova- MRB, Zoning Officer Rick Pastecki, Dave & Judy Boyle, Sue Sanford, Gerry & Laurie Fry,  Ron D’Alba, Mike Bielski, Dan Luker, County Legislator Raymond Cianfrini.
Steve Mountain, Mountain Engineering  The Consolidated Funding grant application for the sewer plant evaluation study has been submitted.  The announcements will be made late fall.  Mr. Mountain reviewed sketches he created for North Pearl Street and Water Street with options for reconstruction or repaving with sidewalk and parking options.  He included estimated costs.   The Cleaner, Greener Community Grant Application has also been submitted.   The Clerk was given a copy.   
Scott Bova, MRB  Mr. Bova has received the evaluation report on the roof.  There are seven layers of roof, and areas where there is asbestos.  He will get estimates for asbestos removal before going out to bid.  They are planning to have the bids ready for September. 
 PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Judy Boyle read the following statement and asked that it be entered into the minutes:
“It is of great concern to me that this Board is operating in a covert manner.  First of all, the Village minutes were not published for 4 months and we had to pay to have them copied so we could be informed.  I read the minutes for the last 8 months and they reflect no open publicized conversation or discussion of any change in any zoning in any area.  Furthermore, I see no indications of any Hedonic studies done that show the impact on the residents of Water Street as well as adjoining properties as to the drop in the values of their homes and the ramifications to village residents.

You are talking about impacting the property values of 14 properties and the quality of life for those residents.  As you know Joan, this will severely impact the opportunity to sell those properties that change to commercial.  They may be unable to sell their property or receive a fair price based on banks not willing to give mortgages to new owners and frankly folks not wanting to buy in a commercial zone.  Those folks all bought their homes knowing they were in an R2. Their insurances cost and liability will additionally be impacted.  You will have taken their rights to rebuild if a disaster occurs and in the case they were forced to move the insurance in most cases would not cover rebuild, rather, assessed value which will drop drastically because of the zoning.  They will lose the potential value of their life’s greatest economic investment and be economically set back there as well.  Studies across the country have also shown that the commercial rezoning has negatively impacted the streets surrounding the rezoned area.  People no longer want to buy in the area and thus became rentals, rundown and an eyesore to the community.  Currently, I think you would have to admit that the houses on Water Street, with perhaps one exception, are among the best kept and attractive properties in the whole village.

We all know that the house you buy constitutes the major form of wealth in middle class households.  It is an investment and your major source of capital.  It seems this Board is willing by changing that designation to commercial to impact 14 properties in severely negative ways.

As for parking, we have plenty of parking in the village.  Once again I noticed no studies have been initiated to investigate that issue.  I’m not a city planner but off the top of my head a four prong action seems quite doable:

1.
All businesses are compliant in the village rules: proper site plans that designate employee and customer parking based on the Village Policy per 200 square feet of business area (P 51) are enforced.

2.
Installing sidewalks along the south side of Water Street and West side of N. Pearl and with designated parking spaces will provide approximately 22 spaces in the downtown based on the length of the street and the standard 18 feet parking spot.

3.
A study may also indicate the need to limit parking to perhaps 30 minutes in various spaces so honest businesses in the Village can welcome customers and allow the village to fairly assist all businesses.

4.
Villages like Bergen and Akron have payment lines draw indicating the exact spacing to accommodate more parking rather than folks taking up two spots.

This is just one example of many that would work.  Of course these ideas are all set on the assumption that the Village follows through and consistently enforces the rules and is willing to take direction by the rules set for and by the citizens of the Village in regard to change of use and rulings set by governing boards.

In conclusion, open communication and the lack of data based actions have caused this Board many complications in the past.  People choose Oakfield because they want the kind of life and values that characterize America’s small towns.  I would hope you would want the best for this village, all its citizens and businesses based on what is honest, fair and ethical.”
Dave Boyle  said he has been a resident for 30 years.  He chose this area carefully.  The Zoning Ordinance  designates the primary purpose of R-2 District is to protect and develop residential lots.  He feels it is egotistical of the Board to rezone Water Street.  
Sue Sanford  lives at 16 N. Pearl St. at the end of Water Street.   It is a nice quite place.  If Water Street is re-zoned it will open up a can of worms.  Seventeen houses will be affected.  The property values will go down.  You need to consider the excessive lighting issues and traffic problems. North Pearl Street has turned into a  test track. Cars are speeding and squealing tires and running on the road with no plates.  If the dealership would deduct 10 cars from their inventory there would be room for employee cars.

Gerry Fry   voiced his concerns over the drainage pipe that installed when the blacktop covered over the creek and the way the bridge was covered over.  He is concerned with flooding.  He does not understand the point of re-zoning.   
 Mayor Yasses pointed out that the Board is following the process.   They have not avoided any public meetings. It was sent to the County Planning Board and is being referred to our Planning Board, and then there will be a Public Hearing.    It was in the minutes of the last meeting.  The minutes will be posted after they are approved.  Anyone is welcome to come and get the minutes after the meeting. The Board is not trying to hide anything.   No decision has been made.  He has had complaints from the Library that there is no place to park.   They are looking at ideas to alleviate the parking problem.  
Rick Pastecki, Zoning Officer  said there has been nothing covert about this.  Going to the Planning Board is part of the process.  This is step 1.    None of this is coming from the car dealership.  The South side of Water Street is zoned Commercial.  There is only 200 feet of Water Street that is not Commercial.  He has heard complaints from residents who are having a problem with the parking.  There is no requirement for a business to provide parking for their employees.   There are more people that want this done.  The Village is growing and something needs to be done with the parking.  Hopes the Board will do what is best for the Village.
Ron D’Alba  said he is speaking as a member of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He asked why they have a Zoning Board of Appeals if they are going to change what they do.  He disagrees with the re-zoning.  
Mike Bielski  said he has been here 25 years.  He has one of the biggest issues with the parking.   Large trucks park on either side of his driveway.  Visibility is a problem.   When they were able to park on the Water Street lot it was great.    He understands the reason for re-zoning.  He thinks it will alleviate the problem.  
​Ray Cianfrini, County Legislator   said he just got wind of this recently.  He thinks it is an ill-conceived idea. This will open up a can of worms.  It will forever change the nature of a residential neighborhood.  It will change property values and set a precedence.  What will be next.  He understands this is the beginning of the process.  He hopes the Board will listen to the people.  Only the person who created the problem will gain from it.  This is not part of the master plan.  There is a perception that this is being done to accommodate one person.   He asked the Board to listen to the people on the street that are most affected.  He isn’t sure that what we were doing by sending the proposal to the County was even legal. (amended 9/25).  
Dan Luker   asked if any business could open up there.   

Mayor Yasses said it is not that easy.  The Board has a problem and is looking for a solution.  

OLD BUSINESS

1.   Water Tower Update   Mayor Yasses attended the last progress meeting.  They are hoping for completion of the welding around September 13.   After that a paint crew will come in.    The next progress meeting is August 28, 2013.  
Pay Application #3    The Board reviewed pay application #3 submitted by Caldwell Tanks in the amount of $75,449.99.  A Motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to approve pay application #3.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.
Ayes:  Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Carried.
2.  Rental Agreement -  Fire Department    The Board  reviewed the draft rental agreement prepared by Attorney Whiting.   Changes were suggested.  The Clerk will send the changes to Attorney Whiting, and email the revised agreement to the Board.  
3. Zoning Ordinance Amendments   The proposed amendments were referred to the County Planning Board.  They did not make a recommendation.  There was no feedback on the sandwich board signs.  The next step will be referral to the Village Planning Board.  They have scheduled a meeting for August 26, 2013.   Trustee D’Alba suggested doing a parking lot study.   The Clerk will send out Requests for Proposals for a parking lot study to create more parking in C-1 and C-2 districts.   The Board will hold off on the zoning map change until after the parking lot study is done, but will move ahead with the sign amendments.   
4. Camden Contract  Attorney Whiting is reviewing the changes.
5. Historian Report   The Board reviewed the Historian’s report.    A Motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to approve the report and release the check with a letter requesting a 6-month and year-end report.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.  

Ayes:  Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.              Carried.

NEW BUSINESS   

1. Approval of Minutes  –    A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to approve the minutes of the July 15, 2013 meeting and the July 22, 2013 Special meeting.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.

        Ayes:  Armbrewster, Stevens, D’Alba. 
  Carried. 

 Trustee Armbrewster asked when the minutes would be on the website.  The clerk said there is no law requiring the minutes be posted on the website, but she will get them on as soon as she can.  Minutes can be requested at anytime from the office after they have been approved.  
2. Approval of August Abstract – The following claims were audited by the Board:

General Fund – #9382-9388, 9394-9313 
$ 13,830.15
Water Fund – #8223-8229
38,812.32
              

Sewer Fund - #10000-10014
   19,231.95
Capital Project Fund - #8342-8343
87,558.41

TOTAL
$  159,432.83
A Motion was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to approve payment of the above claims.   

The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.   
        Ayes:  Stevens, Armbewster, D’Alba
        Carried.  
A Motion was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to send $4,000 rent to the Fire Department and the remaining $12,000 when the Rental Agreement is signed.    The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.

Ayes:  Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Carried.
3. Investment Report  The Board reviewed the July investment report. 
4. Zoning/Code Enforcement Report    The Board reviewed the Zoning and Code Enforcement Officers’ reports.   
5. Financial Reports   The Board reviewed the June financial reports.   
6. Resolution #9-2013 In Support of the Green Genesee/Smart Genesee Project   A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to adopt Resolution #9-2013, a copy of which is attached to these minutes.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Jason Armbrewster.    
Ayes:  Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Carried.

7. Furnace/Air Conditioning – 2nd Floor/Records Room  Mayor Yasses reported that the air conditioning unit for the records room is not working.  It was recommended that the furnace also be replaced.   Supervisor Laney will get quotes for a furnace and air conditioning unit for the second floor/records room.   
8. Marchese Support Agreement  The Board discussed the support agreement with Marchese Computer.   A Motion was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to terminate the support agreement with Marchese Computer.    The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.  

Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Carried.
9. One-time Credit Request     The one-time credit request has been withdrawn.

10.  Tablets – Village Board    Trustee D’Alba reviewed the quotes for tablets and has tried out one of the systems.  The one she tried she felt was a little more than was needed.   She suggested the Board consider the purchase of the Asus Intel Cor i3 Processor with the basic office program from Millenium Computers.  The cost includes set up and they will provide training.   This will enable the Board to go paperless.    A Motion  was made by Trustee Jason Armbrewster to approve the purchase of five (5) Asus Intel Cor i3 Processors from Millenium Computers at a cost of $498 each and the basic office program at $149.00, along with a wireless router.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.

Ayes:   Stevens, Armbrewster, D’Alba.

Opposed:  Yasses

Carried.

11.   Labor Day Parade    Mayor Yasses and Trustee Armbrewster will be marching in the Labor Day parade.
12. Camden Report  The Board reviewed the July monthly report from Camden Group.  Trustee Armbrewster reported that there has been good communication between the D.P.W. and Camden Group.    The two pumps that were repaired by Bailey Electric have been reinstalled by Camden and the D.P.W. Department.  The other two pumps have been removed and sent in for repair.   The Board should see the benefit of the efficiency of the pumps in electrical costs.  

13. D.P.W. Report    The Board reviewed the monthly report and August calendar.  The D.P.W. has brush hogged the outfall line and Mill Street property again, they repaired the manhole that was caving in on North Pearl Street at Farnsworth Avenue, assisted Camden Group with valve replacement and fabricating extensions, worked with Fisher Associates on the core sampling of the roof, stained the gazebo floor and Memorial Park bridge, assisted with pump replacement at the sewer plant, and mowed, weeded and mulched Memorial Park for a wedding.   They will be helping Camden with filter media replacement and continued sidewalk replacement.  
Flow Testing   The Town of Batavia and Clark Patterson will be doing flow testing on the pressure reducing valves in the vault on August 28, 2013.   

Labor Days  The D.P.W. will be assisting the Betterment Committee at the Town Park for the Labor Day celebration.   

Trustee Armbrewster left the meeting at 7:45 p.m.
14. NYCOM Fall Conference   The Clerk requested approval to attend the NYCOM Conference in Saratoga Springs September 9 – 12, 2013.    A Motion was made by Trustee Joan Stevens to approve the request of the Clerk to attend the NYCOM Conference September 9-12, 2013 in Saratoga Springs.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba.   

Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, D’Alba.

Carried.

15. State Comptroller Basic Accounting Class   The Clerk requested approval for the Deputy Clerk to attend the State Comptroller’s Basic Accounting Class September  24  – 26, 2013 in Auburn, NY.    A Motion was made by Trustee Shelly D’Alba to approve the request for the Deputy Clerk to attend the State Comptroller’s Basic Accounting Class September 24-26, 2013 in Auburn, NY.   The motion was seconded by Trustee Joan Stevens.   
Ayes:  Yasses, Stevens, D’Alba.

Carried.

Having no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. on motion by Trustee Joan Stevens, seconded by Trustee Shelly D’Alba and carried by unanimous vote.
The next meeting will be September 9, 2013, 5:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,

Joyce Grazioplene

Clerk Treasurer
RESOLUTION #9-2013  -  TO PROVIDE PARTNERSHIP AND SUPPORT TO THE “GREEN GENESEE/SMART GENESEE PROJECT” FOR A PHASE II CLEANER, GREENER COMMUNITIES CATEOGRY 2 GRANT 

WHEREAS, the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority has authorized the making of grants to implement Phase II of the Cleaner, Greener Communities (CGC) Program under the New York State Consolidated Funding Application (CFA) process; and 

WHEREAS, Category 2 of the CGC Program provides funds for communities to revise comprehensive plans, including updating zoning ordinances and addressing sustainability and resiliency; and

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the Town of Batavia to request grant assistance from CGC Program funds on behalf of the Green Genesee/Smart Genesee Project Partners;

NOW, THEREFORE, The Village of Oakfield will provide partnership and support to the Green Genesee/Smart Genesee Project requesting Category 2 CGC Program Funds to design and implement the Green Genesee Road Map and integrate sustainability and resiliency into comprehensive plans via Smart Genesee’s zoning updates.

The CGC Category 2 Grant shall include a county-wide green infrastructure plan, updates to existing municipal comprehensive plans, including the Village of Oakfield, development of updates to zoning ordinances, including the Village of Oakfield, informed by environmental sustainability principals and community values and sustainable growth strategies in preparation for development pressure that will result from proposed economic development projects.  

The maximum grant funding request is in the amount of $400,000.00 with a maximum local share of $133,000.  The Village of Oakfield will commit to providing a percentage of the local match not to exceed $22,167 comprised of cash and/or in-kind services.  

The Mayor and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project to make the assurances as contained above, and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and upon roll call, the vote was as follows:

____Yasses___________




Voted

Yes

____Stevens__________




Voted

Yes
____Armbrewster______




Voted

Yes
____D’Alba__________




Voted

Yes
The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.


